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Postdoc Accord in High Energy Theory
 

Issues
● Challenging for postdocs to reach senior colleagues for 

advice 
● Work/life balance challenge & avoidable stress during 

holidays 
● Challenging to reach HR to confirm important offer 

details and to have thoughtful discussions with 
colleagues -> decisions with incomplete information

● Strongly incompatible with deadlines for astroparticle 
positions

● Any proposed change cannot jeopardize the concept of 
a joint deadline 
→ very broad community consensus is needed!

Progress so far
● Reached out to relevant (multidisciplinary) 

fellowships
● 700+ colleagues (65% faculty/35% junior) 

worldwide & across most areas in HET 
responded
→  overwhelmingly supportive, provided 
that a new community consensus can be 
reached

The theory community has since 2007 agreed to not make postdoc offers with a response deadline before Jan 7th. 
This protects early career scientists from being pressured to make decisions before knowing all their options.

The Jan 7th date however means that the market converges during the holiday season for many candidates

Djuna Croon (Durham U)
Paddy Fox (FNAL)
Roni Harnik (FNAL)
Cindy Keeler (ASU)
Simon Knapen (LBNL)
Mariangela Lisanti (Princeton)
Lina Necib (MIT)
Tien-Tien Yu (UOregon)
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Postdoc Accord in High Energy Theory

 Proposed action plan & timeline (from May P5 Townhall)
1. Informally collect input from individuals (ongoing) DONE
2. Launch community wide survey DONE
3. If supported by survey results, draft an updated 

agreement on-going
4. Circulate draft agreement for comments and hold 

virtual town hall on-going
5. Collect signatures on behalf of institutions to-do

Want to get in touch?
het.postdoc.deadline@gmail.com https://arxiv.org/pdf/2307.02683.pdf

Website (includes FAQs)
https://het-postdoc-accord.github.io/information

https://arxiv.org/pdf/2307.02683.pdf
https://het-postdoc-accord.github.io/information/
https://het-postdoc-accord.github.io/information/


Results of the survey (588 respondents)

https://arxiv.org/pdf/2307.02683.pdf

179 respondents

https://arxiv.org/pdf/2307.02683.pdf


Results of the survey

https://arxiv.org/pdf/2307.02683.pdf

https://arxiv.org/pdf/2307.02683.pdf


https://arxiv.org/pdf/2307.02683.pdf

https://arxiv.org/pdf/2307.02683.pdf


Next Steps Website
https://het-postdoc-accord.github.io/information/

Want to get in touch?
het.postdoc.deadline@gmail.com

Accord will open for 
signatories on or around Aug 1, 2023

Will contain suitable 
ratification threshold, 
to ensure community 
unity. (details under 
discussion)

https://het-postdoc-accord.github.io/information/

